The View Point of the Home Teacher 
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CAN PRINTING 
R THE BLIND 


when ae work of teaching 


n ore than tw snty-five yoere ago, 


heh 


the adult blind began in Massachusetts ,lr. Anagnos, 


one of the teachers, 


director of Per- 


‘kins Institution For The Blind said to 
"This is not a tenesns work, and within a few years every- 


 -pody who needs instruction will have been taught and the work 


will be finished." 


This has not proved to be the case. With the increased 


number of power machines in factories the ever increasing num~ 


ber of automobiles and airplanes accidents have multiplied 


steadily and rapidly. 


Statistics show that to every five persons in this country 


there is an automobile. At a recent medical convention it was 


reported that only a little more than half of the people 


have perfect sight. More people wear glasses than in former 


; years even among the very young. It is claimed that the won- 


_ derful attention given to the eyes of the chila at birth and 


in schools will reduce the number of blind children. But we 


seldom if ever pick up 4 newspaper without reading some acci- 


dents. Automobiles in this Suen ied, last year, 1927, caused 


the death of 25,800 persons with a, “property loss of $700000, 000. 


i two-thirds of the fatalities were pedestrians. Sydney d. 
Williams of The National Safety Gouncil, commenting on the 


ap 
fatalities in cities thinks that there is urgent need for pedes 


trian as well as vehicle regulations in -egongested streets. 


Thisn nustle and bustle in daily life make it very plain 


; the nervous system is at a very hyeh tension and the eyes 


wie, 


aA 


) ng their sight in adult “lite or , 
jeacher are. obliged to work slowly. They must 


h< 


‘lear to use touch and hearing without sight. They are easily 


phe sight. The deaponeeiay witch usually follows when a relia- 
Pie doctor tells the truth is appalling. Particularly is 


| this true in the ease of a man, who has been in business and 


feels that he is useless. 


Less than tvo years ago, I visited a blind young man 
who had spent nearly two thousand dollars for doctors. He 

— tola of all his disappointments in trying to regain his sight 
Meee hay ted Vecrt break he felt when a doctor told nim 
that the best thing for him to do was was to keen what little 


money he had left and try to get adjusted. His health was 


mas, 1927, he sold nineteen dollars' worth of baskets. He also 


He told me recently that he had almost 


degen to study Hits various methods of working. It is our hope, 


Some years ago, a pupil on my district had a very quick, 
“ight wife. His business had been upholstering of the most | 
rtiouler and accurate kind. He wes not quick motioned 
began to make baskets his wife would say to him 


‘pat she never would show him where he was wrong. 
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He was guick tempered and it took cornsiderable tact to keep 
peace. However, I asked her not to interfere in the lessons 


till he learned the various weaves. After he learned them she 
was a wonderful help to him and he made some veryg 
good work. | 

Last ee we found a woman in Onset. After losing her 
sight her husband had a shock and lost the power of his right 
side They work together beautifully. This summer they rented 
a house and have been letting rooms. She does most of the 
housework but he goes about in his wheel-chair and 
sweeps with a short handied broom. He also pares vegetavies. 
A year ago they cooked for a family of sevenpeople 
Their willingness to help themselves makes people willing 
to help them. 

As Mr. Hadley says, "Blindness is 2 challenge not a de- 
feat." And if the Home Teacher and Pupil believe this the 
work must and will march steadily on. 

Mary F. Grieve, Home Teacher, Massachusetts. 


spetember, 1929. 


